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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

POLITICAL PRISONERS: ARRESTS, CHARGES, & TRIALS  
 
In the last month, Beijing continued its crackdown on the pro-democracy movement in Hong 
Kong, with: 

- The former radio DJ and political party official, Tam Tak-chi, jailed for 40-months after being 
found guilty of several counts of “uttering seditious words”. 

- Six more activists arrested under the sedition law. 
- Prominent Hong Kong journalist Allan Au arrested on the charge of “conspiracy to publish 

seditious materials”.  
- Jimmy Lai appeals to UN to intervene in Hong Kong cases. 
- Benny Tai, the former law professor and pro-democracy activist, pleads guilty in election 

expenses case related to the run-up to the 2016 legislative polls. 
- Further sentences for 2019 cases as data shows more than 80% of protest-related cases are 

concluded. 
- Hong Kong’s Security Bureau has hailed the use of voluntary ‘de-radicalisation’ programmes 

for demonstrators behind bars who were involved in the 2019 pro-democracy protests. 
- Two sentenced for inciting others to cast invalid votes in “patriots only” LegCo election. 
- Former-head of Tiananmen vigil group convicted over ‘release political prisoners’ balloon. 

THE STATE OF THE RULE OF LAW 
 

• The law firm, Vidler & Co, which handled protest-related cases announces its closure after 
19 years. 

• Former legislator and activist Ted Hui is handed a property restraint order under the 
national security law. 

A FREE PRESS IN THE CROSS HAIRS 
 

• Hong Kong Foreign Correspondents’ Club (FCC) suspends the annual Human Rights Press 
Awards as free press is almost completely dismantled. 

CARRIE LAM NOT SEEKING A SECOND TERM 
 



 

 

• Carrie Lam announced that she will not seek a second term as former security chief who 
oversaw the implementation of the national security law, John Lee, is set to replace her. 

• Google and Meta imposed social media curbs on John Lee due to the imposition of US 
sanctions on Lee and other Hong Kong and Chinese officials in 2020.  

CRACKDOWN ON STUDENTS 
 

• CUHK evicts student media as PolyU cuts ties with student union. 
• PolyU siege commander Chow Yat-ming promoted to Deputy Commissioner in the Hong 

Kong Police Force. 
• Six Hong Kong teachers are disqualified over complaints linked to 2019 protests. 

STATE SECURITY AND ECONOMY 
 

• Mainland China property companies pull back in Hong Kong. 
• Hong Kong equity fundraising has dropped to the slowest pace since the global financial 

crisis as fundraising drops almost 90% in first quarter of 2022. 

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 
 

• New Zealand allows resident to be extradited to China. 
• Senior member of Hong Kong pollster leaves city for the UK, citing ‘red lines’. 
• M+ Museum removes Tiananmen painting. 
• Political cartoonist Ah To announces departure from Hong Kong. 
• Five imprisoned pro-democracy leaders nominated for Nobel Peace Prize. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

POLITICAL PRISONERS: ARRESTS, CHARGES & TRIALS 

The former radio DJ and political party official, Tam Tak-chi, is jailed for sedition 
 
Tam Tak-chi became the first person charged with sedition since 1997 under colonial-era 
law, and was handed a 40-month prison sentence after being found guilty on seven counts of 
“uttering seditious words”.1 
 
The former vice-chair of People Power has been held in custody since he was arrested in 
September 2020. He appeared in front of handpicked national security judge Stanley Chan.  
 
Tam is also among the 47 pro-democracy figures awaiting trial under the national security 
law over their roles in a primary election for the 2020 Legislative Council election, which 
was later postponed.2 This landmark national security case was adjourned in April to June 1–
2, with many of the defendants having been in custody since February 2021 and facing the 
possibility of months more on remand.3 The actual trial might not take place until next year.4 
 
Six activists arrested on the accusation of sedition 
 
Hong Kong Police arrested six activists for suspected sedition and contravention of the 
national security law in connection with what the police called "causing nuisance" at court 
hearings. 
 
Those arrested included Leo Tang, a former vice-chairman of the now disbanded 
Confederation of Trade Unions (HKCTU) and citizen journalist Siew Yun-long.5 
 
Prominent Hong Kong journalist Allan Au arrested on sedition charge 
 
Allan Au, a 54-year-old reporter and journalism lecturer, was arrested by Hong Kong’s 
national security police unit on the charge of “conspiracy to publish seditious materials”.6 
 
Au was a former columnist for Stand News, an online news platform that was shut in 
December after authorities froze the company’s assets using the national security law. In 
2017 Au published a book about censorship in Hong Kong titled Freedom Under 20 Shades 

 
1 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/20/hong-kong-jails-pro-democracy-activist-and-
former-dj-for-uttering-seditious-words 
2 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/20/breaking-hong-kong-democrat-and-dj-jailed-for-40-months-
over-11-charges-including-uttering-sedition-words/ 
3 https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/landmark-case-47-hong-kong-democrats-adjourned-until-
june-2022-04-28/ 
4 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-61235777 
5 https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/hong-kong-arrests-six-activists-accusation-sedition-2022-
04-06/ 
6 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/11/prominent-hong-kong-journalist-allan-au-
reportedly-held-on-sedition-charge 



 

 

of Shadow. He spent more than a decade working for RTHK, Hong Kong’s public 
broadcaster, before being fired last June amid a government-directed editorial overhaul.7 
 
Jimmy Lai appeals to UN to intervene in Hong Kong cases 
 
The lawyers of the activist and media tycoon Jimmy Lai have urged the United Nations to 
investigate the charges against him as ‘legal harassment’ for speaking out. An appeal has 
been filed with the UN special rapporteurs for freedom of opinion and expression, counter-
terrorism and human rights, rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association, and 
human rights defenders. 
 
Lai’s counsel, Caoilfhionn Gallagher, said that he faces “the risk of spending the rest of his 
life in prison simply for speaking out, and for seeking to defend freedom of the press, 
democracy and the rule of law in Hong Kong.”8 
 
In April, Lai appeared in court alongside Wong Wai-keung, the administrative director of 
Next Digital, and pleaded not guilty to fraud charges over the use of Apple Daily 
headquarters.9 
 
Benny Tai pleads guilty in election expenses case 
 
The 57-year-old former law professor and pro-democracy activist Benny Tai has pleaded 
guilty to four charges of illegal election spending by placing advertisements in local 
newspapers in the run-up to the 2016 legislative polls.10  
 
He will appear in court again on May 24 for sentencing. He is also among the 47 pro-
democracy figures charged in connection with the unofficial legislative primary election held 
in July 2020. 
 
Further sentences for 2019 cases as data shows more than 80% of protest-related cases 
are concluded 
 
This month, 13 people were sentenced for between 42 and 48 months in jail over rioting 
charges related to a protest in Sheung Wan on July 28, 2019.11 
 
Three further people, aged between 21 and 36, were found guilty of rioting outside the 
Central Government Offices on September 29, 2019, when hundreds of protestors clashed 
with police. They will be sentenced on May 24.12 

 
7 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/11/breaking-veteran-hong-kong-journalist-allan-au-arrested-by-
national-security-police-reports/ 
8 https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/china/hong-kong-jimmy-lai-un-apple-daily-b2055452.html 
9 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/27/hong-kong-media-tycoon-jimmy-lai-pleads-not-guilty-to-fraud-
charges-over-use-of-apple-daily-headquarters/ 
10 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/25/hong-kong-activist-benny-tai-pleads-guilty-in-election-
expenses-case/ 
11 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/06/hong-kong-court-sentences-13-to-3-5-to-4-years-on-riot-
charges-over-2019-sheung-wan-protest/ 
12 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/26/hong-kong-court-convicts-3-of-rioting-during-2019-protests/ 



 

 

 
As of February 28, a total of 2,079 cases related to the 2019 protests have been or are being 
handled by the courts. Among the cases, more than 1,700, or around 83%, were completed.13 
 
‘Deradicalisation’ programmes for 2019 protestors in custody 
 
Hong Kong’s Security Bureau has hailed the use of voluntary ‘de-radicalisation’ programmes 
for demonstrators behind bars who were involved in the 2019 pro-democracy protests and 
unrest.14 
 
Around 250 people have taken part in the programmes up to February, which aim to help 
inmates ‘disengage from radical thoughts and behaviours, and re-establish correct values,’ 
with lessons about Chinese history, the Basic Law and the national security law.15 It is a 
chilling echo of tactics used by the Chinese Communist Party against enemies of the state in 
regions of mainland China. 
 
Two sentenced for inciting others to cast invalid votes in “patriots only” LegCo election 
 
Two people who were convicted of inciting others to cast invalid votes at last December’s 
Legislative Council elections were each handed suspended two-month sentences. They were 
convicted for sharing a Facebook post by exiled ex-lawmaker Ted Hui calling on 
Hongkongers to cast blank or invalid votes in the LegCo election.16 
 
Former-head of Tiananmen vigil group convicted over ‘release political prisoners’ 
balloon 
 
Ex-lawmaker Lee Cheuk-yan, who formerly headed the Hong Kong Alliance in Support of 
Patriotic Democratic Movements of China, was fined and jailed for an aviation offence and 
obstructing police after he released a balloon attached to a banner that read ‘Release political 
prisoners’ on New Year’s Day 2021.17 
 

THE STATE OF THE RULE OF LAW 

Law firm which handled protest-related cases is to close after 19 years 
 

 
13 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/08/more-than-80-of-hong-kongs-2019-protest-related-cases-
concluded-govt-doc-reveals/ 
14 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/14/hong-kong-hails-de-radicalisation-rehab-programmes-for-2019-
protesters-in-custody/ 
15 https://chinadigitaltimes.net/2022/04/hong-kong-opens-youth-deradicalization-programs-and-closes-
student-unions/ 
16 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/19/2-handed-suspended-2-month-sentences-for-inciting-others-to-
cast-invalid-votes-in-hong-kongs-patriots-only-election/ 
17 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/28/ex-head-of-hong-kongs-tiananmen-vigil-group-convicted-over-
release-political-prisoners-balloon/ 



 

 

The Law Society of Hong Kong notified members that Vidler & Co. intended to cease 
practice on June 3 after 19 years of operations.18 
 
The firm, which specialised in human rights issues, had handled many protest-related cases, 
including that of journalist Veby Mega Indah, who lost an eye after being hit by a police 
projectile in September 2019. 
 
Senior partner Michael Vidler left Hong Kong, with journalists from the state-backed press 
filming his departure at the airport.19  
 
Former legislator and activist Ted Hui is handed a property restraint order 
 
Ted Hui, along with his wife and mother, was issued with a restraining order ‘prohibiting the 
disposal of assets in Hong Kong and elsewhere’, under the national security law. 
 
Hui said on Twitter: “Now we cannot deal with any of our assets in Hong Kong (even we 
don't have much left), for no reason. This is political persecution taken to the extreme.”20  
 

A FREE PRESS IN THE CROSS HAIRS 

Hong Kong Foreign Correspondents’ Club (FCC) suspends annual Human Rights Press 
Awards as free press is almost completely dismantled 
 
The annual Human Rights Press Awards, which would have been in their 26th year, and 
which celebrate top rights-related reporting from around Asia, were suspended by the FCC in 
a deeply concerning reminder of just how far press freedom has been destroyed in Hong 
Kong.21  
 
The FCC statement said: “Over the last two years, journalists in Hong Kong have been 
operating under new “red lines” on what is and is not permissible, but there remain 
significant areas of uncertainty and we do not wish unintentionally to violate the law. This is 
the context in which we decided to suspend the Awards.”22 
 

 
18 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/21/hong-kong-law-firm-vidler-co-which-handled-protest-related-
cases-to-close-after-19-years/ 
19 https://twitter.com/hkfp/status/1518616832017534976?s=20&t=LugeU0SdhTHxJgiM4ohmGA 
20 
https://twitter.com/tedhuichifung/status/1512713357190520832?s=20&t=KHyhXwl0loZGZbEGtJNr
xg 
21 https://www.hongkongwatch.org/all-posts/2022/4/25/foreign-correspondents-clubs-decision-to-
cancel-this-years-human-rights-press-awards-is-further-evidence-of-the-destruction-of-press-freedom-in-
hong-kong 
22 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/25/hong-kong-human-rights-press-awards-foreign-
correspondents-club-scrapped-security-law-fears 



 

 

This development came just a day before the launch of a new report from Hong Kong Watch 
which documents the dismantling of the free media in the city.  
 
The report, In the Firing Line: The Crackdown on Media Freedom in Hong Kong, presents a 
range of recommendations for governments around the world, including a call to issue 
emergency travel documents and visas to Hong Kong journalists at risk of arrest, and 
continued punitive measures to pressure the Hong Kong government to uphold guarantees for 
a free press which are enshrined in Hong Kong’s mini-constitution, the Basic Law. It was 
launched in the House of Commons on April 26 at an event hosted by Catherine West MP, 
Shadow Minister for Asia and a Patron of Hong Kong Watch.23 
 

CARRIE LAM NOT SEEKING A SECOND TERM 

Carrie Lam announces that she will not seek a second term; John Lee set to replace her 
 
At the start of April, Hong Kong’s Chief Executive, Carrie Lam, announced that she would 
not seek a second five-year term in office. Lam, 64, was Beijing’s handpicked choice, 
entering office in 2017.24 
 
Lam said: “There’s only one consideration and that is family. I have told everyone before that 
family is my first priority in terms of my consideration. They think it’s time for me to go 
home.”25 
 
In what will be a further blow to the dwindling liberties and freedoms in Hong Kong, John 
Lee, a former police officer and leading security official during the 2019 protests, looks set to 
replace Lam in the Chief Executive selection in May. The city's leaders are selected by a 
committee of 1,500 members who are nearly all pro-Beijing loyalists,26 and he is running 
unopposed.27 
 
Lee was secretary of security from 2017, overseeing the implementation of the national 
security law from 2020, and has recently stated a desire to enact Article 23 (of the Basic Law) 
security legislation, allowing Hong Kong to enact security legislation of its own, even after 
Beijing imposed a national security law on the city in 2020.28 
 

 
23 https://www.hongkongwatch.org/all-posts/2022/4/26/new-hong-kong-watch-report-claims-press-
freedom-in-hong-kong-is-being-dismantled-and-calls-for-international-action-to-protect-journalists 
24 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-60978792 
25 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/04/hong-kong-leader-carrie-lam-says-she-will-not-
seek-second-term 
26 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-60978792 
27 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/08/john-lee-hong-kong-chief-security-police-officer-
beijing 
28 https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3173952/hong-kong-chief-executive-
election-2022-john-lee-says?module=perpetual_scroll_0&pgtype=article&campaign=3173952 



 

 

Like Lam, he was among the first Hong Kong and Chinese officials to be hit by US sanctions 
for his role in the ongoing crackdown on rights and liberties.29 
 
Google and Meta impose social media curbs on John Lee 
 
Due to the imposition of US sanctions on Lee and other Hong Kong and Chinese officials in 
2020, Google-owned YouTube blocked the account of Lee in April, while Facebook owner 
Meta said he could keep his account but not use payment services.30 
 

CRACKDOWN ON STUDENTS 

CUHK evicts student media as PolyU cuts ties with student union 
 
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) has evicted a student newspaper and radio station 
and the Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) has cut ties with its student union, amid 
an ongoing crackdown on freedom of speech on university campuses in the city. 
 
CUHK Campus Radio had been broadcasting since 1999, and CUHK Student Press had been 
running since 1969.31 
 
Five Hong Kong universities have now cut ties with their student unions since the 
implementation of the national security law. The decision by CUHK and PolyU follows 
similar decisions by the University of Hong Kong (HKU), the City University of Hong Kong 
(CityU), and Lingnan University.32 
 
PolyU siege commander Chow Yat-ming promoted to Deputy Commissioner in the 
Hong Kong Police Force 
 
Chow Yat-ming, who in 2019 was appointed deputy regional commander of Kowloon West 
and had handled the protests at PolyU in November that year, is to be promoted to deputy 
police commissioner in charge of management. He replaces the retiring incumbent Kwok 
Yam-shu.33 
 
Six Hong Kong teachers disqualified over complaints linked to 2019 protests 
 
Six Hong Kong teachers have been disqualified over complaints linked to the 2019 anti-
extradition bill protests and unrest. Hong Kong’s Education Bureau received 445 complaints 

 
29 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/08/john-lee-hong-kong-chief-security-police-officer-
beijing 
30 https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/youtube-blocks-account-hong-kongs-sole-leadership-
candidate-2022-04-20/ 
31 https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/hongkong-university-04222022143321.html 
32 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/19/polyu-becomes-third-hong-kong-university-to-fully-cut-ties-
with-students-union/ 
33 https://news.rthk.hk/rthk/en/component/k2/1645603-20220425.htm 



 

 

against “suspected professional misconduct of teachers” from 2019 to 2021, 77 per cent of 
which were related to the protests and unrest of 2019.34 
 

STATE SECURITY AND ECONOMY 

Mainland China property companies pull back in Hong Kong 
 
Mainland Chinese property companies are scaling back their presence in Hong Kong as they 
struggle to deal with a liquidity crisis that has rocked the sector as analysts have forecast that 
Hong Kong’s premium office space rents will drop at least 5 per cent this year. By contrast, 
prime office rents in Singapore have been forecast to grow up to 10 per cent by the end of 
2022.35 
 
Severe slowdown on Hong Kong equity capital markets 
 
Hong Kong equity fundraising has dropped to the slowest pace since the global financial 
crisis as fundraising drops almost 90% in first quarter of 2022. 
 
According to the Financial Times, the slowdown highlights investor concerns about putting 
fresh capital into Chinese companies at a time when coronavirus, regulatory uncertainty and 
the Ukraine war are clouding the outlook. Despite a string of big listings this year in Asian 
markets, there has been little dealmaking in Hong Kong to date.36 
 

OTHER DEVELOPMENTS 

New Zealand allows resident to be extradited to China 
 
In a landmark decision, New Zealand’s supreme court has ruled the government can extradite 
to China a man suspected of murder. If it proceeds, it will be the first time the country has 
sent a resident to face trial in China. 
 
The courts had previously blocked the extradition of Kyung Yup Kim, a man accused of 
killing a young woman in Shanghai, citing the risk of torture and not receiving a fair trial. 
New Zealand does not have an extradition treaty with China and suspended its extradition 
treaty with Hong Kong in 2020.37 
 

 
34 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/13/6-hong-kong-teachers-disqualified-over-complaints-linked-to-
2019-protests/ 
35 https://www.ft.com/content/ad2b2e43-b56c-43eb-acc5-9a3f6a32bcfc 
36 https://www.ft.com/content/27967d99-bea7-4fa9-a20c-a92b9540cb8a 
37 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/13/new-zealand-allows-resident-to-be-extradited-to-
china-in-landmark-ruling?CMP=twt_a-world_b-gdnworld 



 

 

Senior member of Hong Kong pollster leaves city for the UK, citing ‘red lines’ 
 
Chung Kim-wah, deputy chief executive officer of the Hong Kong Public Opinion Research 
Institute (PORI), has left for the UK, calling Hong Kong a place where one may “no longer 
live normally and without intimidation.”38 
 
M+ Museum removes Tiananmen painting 
 
Hong Kong’s M+, a major new arts institution, has reopened after the city’s Covid surge, but 
one of the paintings, a satirical work depicting bloodied emperor penguins lying on a bicycle 
cart—a thinly veiled allusion to the deaths of pro-democracy protesters in the 1989 
Tiananmen crackdown—has been removed.39 
 
Wang Xingwei’s New Beijing, painted in 2001, had been replaced with another oil painting 
by the Chinese artist.40 
 
Political cartoonist Ah To announces departure from Hong Kong 
 
Pro-democracy cartoonist Ah To has announced his departure from Hong Kong, saying he 
would face “great mental stress” if he were to continue producing political cartoons in the 
city.41 The comic artist, who has drawn satirical cartoons about local politics for 11 years, 
made the announcement on social media.42 
 
Five imprisoned pro-democracy leaders nominated for Nobel Peace Prize 
 
Joshua Wong, Jimmy Lai, Gwyneth Ho, Chow Hang-tung and Lee Cheuk-yan have been 
collectively nominated for the 2022 Nobel Peace Prize, to be awarded in October.  
 
The five were nominated by 15 prominent academics from 10 different countries, with the 
nomination letter noting they were selected to represent the various communities - students, 
journalists, lawyers, politicians, labour rights activists and business leaders - that have been 
active in resisting the crackdown on freedom and civil society in Hong Kong.43 
 
 
 

 
38 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/25/senior-member-of-hong-kong-pollster-leaves-city-for-the-uk-
citing-red-lines/ 
39 https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/m-museum-tiananmen-painting/index.html 
40 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/21/hong-kongs-m-art-museum-reopens-with-new-works-and-
attractions-tiananmen-satire-replaced/ 
41 https://hongkongfp.com/2022/04/26/political-cartoonist-ah-to-announces-departure-from-hong-
kong-citing-great-mental-stress/ 
42 https://www.instagram.com/p/Ccy8e1noefV/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link 
43 https://www.thestandard.com.hk/breaking-news/section/4/189358/Joshua-Wong,-Jimmy-Lai-
among-five-in-HK-nominated-for-Nobel-Peace-Prize 


