
November 1, 2022

The Honourable Mélanie Joly, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Global Affairs Canada
125 Sussex Dr
Ottawa, ON
K1A 0G2

The Honourable Sean Fraser, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship
Immigration and Citizenship Canada
365 Laurier Ave W,
Ottawa, ON
K1P 6A6

Dear Ministers,

I am writing to outline my support for the extension and expansion of the Open Work Permit for
Hong Kongers, which is due to come up for renewal in February 2023.

First, may I pass on my deepest appreciation to your government for its steadfast response to
the human rights crisis in Hong Kong and the willingness of Canada to support those Hong
Kongers who are not covered by the British National Overseas (BNO) Visa Scheme with a
bespoke Open Work Permit scheme.

As you may be aware, the situation in Hong Kong continues to deteriorate at a rapid pace with
arrests and trials taking place on a weekly basis. There are now well over 1,000 political
prisoners in Hong Kong, press freedom has been dismantled, and over eighty civil society
groups have been forced to disband.

Many Hong Kongers are rightly alarmed at the curtailing of their basic rights and freedoms
previously guaranteed by China under the “One Country, Two Systems” model and the
Sino-British Joint Declaration.

Hong Kongers wish to live in free, democratic, and open societies, where the rule of law exists,
and are voting with their feet and leaving the territory at an unprecedented level. This includes
many young Hong Kongers who are not covered by the BNO scheme and face the very real
prospect of arrest under the National Security Law.

As you consider the extension of this scheme, I hope that you will consider ways that you can
expand its provisions to allow those Hong Kongers who graduated from university outside of the
current five year limit, those frontline human rights defenders (many of whom have police



records for protest related offenses), and those Hong Kongers who have not attended a higher
education institution in Hong Kong.

I believe that extending and expanding the Open Work Permit scheme for Hong Kongers would
not only demonstrate Canada’s continued commitment to support the people of Hong Kong, but
would be in line with your government’s immigration policy.

There is no doubt in my mind that many freedom-loving Hong Kongers who are interested in
moving to Canada under the Open Work Permit scheme have much to offer your country in
terms of skills and experience, and would be a huge asset to have.

I hope that you will look favorably on extending and expanding this scheme.

Yours sincerely,

Lord Patten of Barnes, the last British Governor of Hong Kong


